
Stuart Hall Foundation 
CHASE AHRC studentships

A guide to applying for a studentship 
to start in October 2024



member institutions







2022 CHASE SHF studentships 

2023 CHASE SHF studentships 

• Dishan Abrahams, SOAS
• Ajmal Waqif, Birkbeck



Stuart Hall Foundation CHASE 
AHRC studentships

• Positive action to address underrepresentation of Black, Asian 
and minoritised ethnicity candidates for UKRI funding

• Two additional studentships for Home candidates identifying as 
from Black, Asian and other minoritized ethnicity backgrounds

• Applicants also enter the main studentship competition



1. What does a 
studentship include?



Needs based 
funding

• Basic 3 years’ funding, or up 
to 6 part-time

• When applying, language 
skills +6 or +12 months 

• Additional skills or 
methodology +6 months 

• Placement project +6 
months



Funding 
includes

• Stipend (full time rate 
£18,622 non-London/ 
£20,622 London)

• Fees
• Access to support 

funding for training, 
placement and 
research costs



Eligibility

• Awards available to ‘Home’ 
and ‘International’ students

• SHF studentships available to 
‘Home’ students only

• EU citizens may be classed as 
‘Home’ or ‘International’ 
depending on residency 

• Status based on assessment by 
member institutions’ 
admissions services



Support for 
your research

• Cohort training, including 
biannual  Encounters 
conference

• Co-supervision opportunities
• Support for research including 

fieldwork and conferences
• Support for professional 

development
• Placements
• Student-led opportunities



Researcher-led
networks



Visit the CHASE Knowledge 
Exchange Hub for 
Placements and other 
collaboration opportunities
www.chasekeh.co.uk



Collaborative Doctoral Award
projects available



2. How to apply



Application process
1. Identify supervisory team
2. Apply to institution by local deadline
3. Develop your proposal
4. Submit your funding application by 26 January 2024
5. Institutions manage first stage of selection –

you will need to complete the CHASE application form
6. Shortlisted applications go to CHASE subject panels
7. Panels score applications, and meet to discuss
8. Selected applications passed to Stuart Hall Foundation for 

consideration
9. Final decisions made by CHASE Management Board



CHASE selection panels



Assessment criteria
Criterion Assessed using
Research proposal (50%) Research proposal task
Preparedness for research (25%) Preparedness for research task

2 x References
Suitability of research environment 
(25%)

Research proposal task
Supervisor statement



Research Proposal
• Title
• Abstract
• Proposal:

– Introduction
– Research background and questions
– Research methods
– Schedule of work

• Support from institution
• Bibliography
• Contextual Review (optional)



Sample Proposals

https://www.chase.ac.uk/sample-proposals



Preparedness for Research

• Academic record
• Achievements from previous 

employment
• Widening participation information 

(optional) 



Stuart Hall Foundation studentship 
statement

• Please provide a short statement (up to 200 
words) describing how your project fits with 
the Stuart Hall Foundation’s mission

• This statement may repeat relevant material 
from your Widening Participation statement 

• Used by SHF to assess applications





Other tasks in the application

• Contact information
• Nominating your supervisor 
• Nominating two referees
• EDI statement



Top tips!

• Discuss your project with your prospective 
supervisors as early as possible

• Ambition is welcome, but the project must be 
achievable

• Consider your skill set and plan to address any 
gaps

• Think carefully about fit with your chosen 
institution in terms of supervisory expertise, 
research environment and resources



Rob Witts, CHASE DTP Manager
robert.witts@chase.ac.uk

mailto:robert.witts@chase.ac.uk
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